
 

November 8, 2011  

Too Little, Too Late? 
120 Days Later, Will Independent Agencies Really Cut Red Tape? 

 
 On July 11th, President Obama issued an Executive Order that required independent agencies to 
“improve and reduce rules on the books, and also to improve new rules going forward.”  He called on each 
agency to publically release their plans to cut red tape within 120 days. 
 

Today marks the deadline for independent agencies to report their plans to the American people.  
The plans that have been reported fall short of the President’s promises to “ensure smart, cost-effective 
regulations, designed to promote economic growth and job creation.” 

 
If the Administration is serious about cutting job crushing red tape, Independent Agencies run by 

Obama appointees will announce soon that they will repeal their burdensome regulations:  
 
National Labor Relations Board:  
• The agency should drop its lawsuit against Boeing.  
• The agency should repeal its final union notification rule that requires employers to notify 

employees of unionization. This NLRB red tape will cost employers $386 million and 12 
million paperwork hours. 

• The agency continues to threaten backdoor “card check” rules. It proposed an “ambush 
elections” rule which takes away an employers’ right to communicate to employees about 
unionization. 

 

Federal Communications Commission: 
• The agency released 25 new rules so far this year at a total cost of over $100 million.  
• Its Net Neutrality rule will regulate the internet for the first time in history starting November 

20, 2011.   
• The FCC also recently took away closed captioning exemptions from small churches across 

the country and is now forcing new paperwork on them. 
 

Commodities Futures Trading Commission: 
• The agency has issued at least 38 new rules so far this year at a cost of over $700 million.  
• Last month, the CFTC passed a new regulation on the purchasing of simple commodities like 

oil, gold, sugar, and wheat. A Democrat commissioner called the regulation a “sideshow” and 
that the new red tape could lead to higher prices. 
 

Exactly two months ago, President Obama delivered a speech before Congress where he said:  
 

“So far, we’ve identified over 500 reforms, which will save billions of dollars over the next few years.  We should 
have no more regulation than the health, safety and security of the American people require.  Every rule 
should meet that common-sense test.” 

 
Instead of “identifying” red tape, the Administration needs to repeal it. 


