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Supportiug the Local Radio Freedonr Act.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. BaRkagso (for himself, Ms. ITissan, dhs. Carrmo, Ms
CravEeR, Mr. Craro, Mr. Damngs, Mrs. Frscugg, M.
King, Ms. Murkowskr, Mr. Ricrsrrs, Mrs, SHANEEN

Mr. WiekeR, and My, Young) submitted the f‘oil{)wing eorleurrett resola-

tiong which was referred to'the Committes on
1
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COLLING, "M, _
Jrsriee, Mr. M3, |
Mr, Sumsny, Y.

CONCURRENT RESOLUT
Suppoi?ting the Local Radio Freedom At

Whereas the United States enjovs broadeasting ai
cording industries that are the euvy -of the
the nutually beneficial rvelationshup that
ameng these industries for many deeades;

Whereas, for nearly a century, Congress has
peated ealls by the 'recording} industry to im
formance fee on local radio stations for sin

musie on the radio, as suc¢h .a fee would upset. the nutu-

ally beneficial relationship betweer loeal radio

cording imdustry;

Whereas local radio stations provide free publici

motion to tlie recording industry and performers of music
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in the form of radio airplay, interviews with |performers,
mtroduction of new performers, concert promotions, and
publicity that promotes the sale of musie, concert tickets,

ring tones; music videos, and associated merchandise;

Whereas committees in the Senate amd the Hofise of Rep-
resentatives have previously reported that ‘fthe sale of
many sound reeordings and the careers of] many per-
formers have benefitted considerably from |airplay and
other promotional activities provided by both honcommer-
cial and advertiser-supported, free over-the-air broad-

casting”;
Whereas local radio broadeasters provide tens of thousands of
houts of essentzal local news and weather |information
dufi_ng times of national emergencics and ngtural disas-
ters, as well as public affairs programming, sports, and
hundreds of millious of dollars worth of time for piblic
service anmouncements and loeal fundraising efforts for
worthy charitable causes, all of which are jeppardized if
local radio stations are forced to divert revenues to pay
for a new performance. fee;
Whereas there are many thousands of local radio stations
that will suffer severe economie hardship if any new per-
formance fee is imposed, as will many other; small busi-
nesses that play musie, including bars, restaimrants; vetail
establishiments, sports aind other entertainment venucs,
shopping eenters, and transportation facilities; and
Whercas the hardship that would result from & new perforn-
ance fee would hurt businesses in the United States and
ultimately the consumers in the United States who rely
on focal radio for news, weather, and entertajnment, and
such a performance fee is not justified when|the current

gvstem hag produced the wmost prolific and innovative
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broadcasting, music, and sound reeording i1
the world: Now, therefore, he it

concurreng), That Congress should not impo

(1) relating to the publi¢ performan)

somnd recordings over the air; or

(2) on any business for the publie i

cast over the air.

- performance fee, tax, royalty, ot other ¢harge—
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Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives
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reeordings on a local radio station for broadeasting
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of sound recordings on a local radio station broad-






